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———and the Prophets, do they live r 

HE Death of any good Man is 4a 
| general Loſs, as it is a preſent 
Weakening to the Intereſt of Reli- 

| gion and Righteouſneſs : The 
Number of Juſt Men is always ſo ſmall, that 
every known Diminution of it cannot but give 
Concern to all the Friends, of Piety and Virtue. 

II But when Perſons in a public Station in the 
Church of Chriſt are cut off, the Providence | 
calls for a deeper and more extended Sorrow, | 

as thereby an End is put to a greater and more 

Bf extenfive Uſefulneſs and Service. Such is the 
ſudden and melancholy Stroke which this Chri- 

II ian Society is now juſtly mourning under, 


BU] and which hath brought upon me the unwel- ' 


come Office of drawing up this Funeral Diſs, 
courſe 3. an Office which I accepted with Re-. 


. luctance, not only from a Conſciouſneſs of m 
1 0 on Inability „ but alſo uſe, for want f 
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tice to his Memory, which another Mouth with 
greater Pleaſure to me, and Satisfaction to the 
Hearers, could have done, My Buſineſs theres» 
fore on this Occaſion will be, what ought to be 
the Buſineſs of all Diſcourſes on ſuch Occaſions, 
to propound ſome proper Inſtruction to the 
Living, rather than to make an Offering of 
Praiſe and Encomium over the Monument of 
the Dead. 


With this View I have pitch'd upon the 
Words now read to you, as what appeared to 


me to furniſh very fit Materials for improving 


Reflections on the Providence before us; and 
the Prophets, do they live for ever? — 
I ſcarce need to obſerve that theſe Words are 
not to be look'd upon as a mere Queſtian con- 
cerning a known Fact, a Fact ſo known, fo in- 
conteſtably evident and plain, that to aſk whe- 
ther it be ſo would be to aſk whether all Men 
are mortal : But they are to be conſidered as an 
Expoſtulation, which is no other than a pathetic 
Form of Reafoning, and which, ſuppoſing the 
Thing unqueſtionably true, concerning which 
the Queſtion is made; conveys in a powerful 
Way ſome other. implied Truth as the 1 
quence of that which is expreſs'd. The Text 
W leads us 8 5 


I. To 


n- 


1 7 EFB 38 7 7 


T3) 


| I. To the Fact here taken Notice of, viz, 


the . of the Tong of good Mi- 
' naſters; 7 


IT. To the Conſequences of that Truth. 


III. To the oppoſite Truth implied, via. 
the, unperiſhable Stability of the Word of 
God and Cauſe of Religion, which Mini- 


ſters are the Inſtruments of ſupporting in 
the World, 


I. We are to attend to the Fact here taken 
Notice of, viz. the Mortality of the Perſons of 
good Miniſters : A Fact fo known and com- 
mon, that, like other known and common 
Things, it is, for that Reaſon, by the genera- 
lity but little heeded. They are deſtroyed from job iv. 20. 
Morning to Evening: They periſh for ever with= | 
out any regarding it. But ſurely*-it argues great 
Stupidity to behold with Indifference and with- 
out ſcarce one rational and ſerious Reflection, 
any- Inſtance of the Execution of that Sentence 
of Death, under which we all come into the 
World: For every ſuch Inſtance preaches aloud 
an awful Leſſon of the original Treſpaſs of our 
Nature, the Havocks of Sin, and the Vanity of 
all worldly Things ; and is an awakening Ad- 
monition to expect and prepare for the like 


Samen to ourſelves. Tis really amazing, that, 
B 2 | while 1 


! 


4 while Death, like the Peſtilence walking i in 
' Darkneſs, ſhoots his Arrows on every Side, 

Mankind ſhould be ſo utterly careleſs and ſe- 
cure; as if they were under no Apprehenſions 
of that Stroke which will certainly come, and 
come unawares whenever it comes : That 
Stroke, which will put an End to all their 
Hopes and Projects and Enjoyments in this 
World, and remove them to a new and un- 
known State of Being, where they ſhall be fix*d 
in an everlaſting Condition of Happineſs or Mi- 
ery, according to their Behaviour in this ſhort 
but important Time of their Probation. But 
how much more ſhould our Attention be alarm'd, 
and our Minds caſt into a grave and thoughtful 
Frame, when Death puts forth his greateſt 
Power before our Eyes, when we fee him 
treading, without Diſtinction, the moſt ſacred 
and venerable Heads in the Duſt ; when the 
moſt uſeful and important Lives become his 
Prey, and Learning Wiſdom and Piety are 
made the Trophies of his Conqueſt. We muſt 
be void of all Concern for our own Souls, and 
Regard to the Intereſt of Religion, and the 
Happineſs of Mankind, if, when Death ſeizes 
on Perſons of theſe Characters, and this Conſe- 
quence to the World, we are not touch'd by 

ſuch a Rebuke of Providence, and rouz'd to 
. conſider the Leſſon which it means to teach us: 

F or {the OY of God have a Tail in them, 
"a 


* 


3 

which, to thoſe who are deſirous to learn, is 
not hard to underſtand, any more than his 
Mord, fo far as is needful for us: And Heed- 
leſſneſs and Inattention to the Steps of Provi-- 
dence, is, in Scripture, the Mark of corrupt and 


ungodly Men; they regard not the Works of the pl. vii 


Lokp, nor the Operation of his Hande. If it? 
ſhould be urged that Events of this ſort are 
common, and to be expected in the ordinary 
Courſe of Things; The Reply will be, they 
are not therefore without a Meaning and De- 
ſign, nor is the Inſtruction they would convey 
of leſs Conſequence for us to know. That the 
Sun riſes and "ſets, and Day and Night con- 
ſtantly ſucceed - each other, are Things of 
_ . Courſe; and yet, yea for that very Reaſon, 


Day unto Day uttereib Speech, and Night unto Pf. xix. 2. 


. Night ſheweth forth Knowledge. The frequent 
Repetition of any Point of Inſtruction in the 
Word of God, argues its Importance, and ren- 
ders Inattention to it more inexcuſable: In 
like manner, the moſt uſual and oftneſt repeated 

Acts of Providence ought to fix our Conſidera. 
tion, as being moſt concerning to us, and moſt 
eaſy to be underſtood by us. Beſides,” the 
Death of good Miniſters, though it be an Event 
as common as that of other Men, cannot but 
be attended with ſome Circumſtances, peculiar 
to Perſons in their Station, which deſerve At. 

dann; e there» is not anly 
: | 2 Pimi: 


3 
| 
$ 


Matt. ix. 


3, 38. 


(61 
a' Diminution made in the Number of Juſt 
Men (which alone affects the Intereſt and 


Happineſs: of Mankind) but a Diminution of 


the Number of thoſe whoſe Province it is, 


and whoſe Labour it hath been, to defend and 


promote Truth and Religion in the World, 


That this nearly concerns us, and ought to be 


ſeriouſly noted by all true Lovers of Religion 
and Righteouſneſs, will hardly be denied by 
ſuch who pay Regard to thoſeWords of Chriſt ; 
The Harveſt truly is plenteous, but the Labourers 
are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Har- 
veſt, that he will ſend forth Labourers into his 
Harveft, This and other Duties and Obligations 
will be neglected, if the Providence, which 
gives Occaſion to them, be not conſidered or 
regarded. But more eſpecially ſhould ſuch Pro- 
vidences be conſidered and regarded, if they 
happen at a Time when good Men, and par- 
ticularly faithful Miniſters, can ill be ſpared; at 
a Time when their Inſtructions and Example 
are more than ordinarily wanted, on account of 
the great Decline of the Truth and Power of 

Religion, and the Prevalence of Corruption and 

Wickedneſs in the World. When Things are 
thus cireumſtanced, ferious and conſiderate Per. 
ſons, who have the Honour of God. and the 


their Duty to be more. than ordinarily fervent 
in wine to God, and diligent 1 in ſetting a good 


Example : 


171 


Example before others ; that our Caſe may not 
be that of 17azl of Old, of whom it is recorded, 


that Ihael ſerved the Lo x D all the Days of Foſhua, Joſh. xxiv. 


and all the Days of the Elders that out lived*" 
Joſbua, and which had known all the Warks of the 
Lok D, that he had done for Iſrael, And alſo all Judg. ii. 
;hat Generation were gathered unto their Fathers- 
And there aroſe another Generation after them 
which knew not the Lo R D, wor yet the Works 
which he had done for Iſrael, But I think I have 

faid enough to ſhew that we ought to attend to 

the Fact here taken notice of, viz. the Morta- 

lity of the Perſons of good Miniſters, That T 
may not prevent my ſelf therefore in what will 
offer to further Conſideration in the following 
Parts of this Diſcourſe, I haſten to my ſecond 
general Head: | 


II. The Conſequences of this Truck in ſound | 
Reaſoning, and in Fact. | 


Not that my Intention is to conſider all thoſe 
Conſequences, but only ſuch as have Relation to 
the Deſign with which the Words of my Text 
are introduc'd, or as may afford the moſt pro- 
fitable Reflections. One of the firſt and moſt * 
obvious Conſequences in juſt Reaſoning, of the 7 
Morality of $90 e _ | 


x, 7, Ning we ought do make the beſt Tins. 
| | provemenc 8 


1 
* . 
. CA A646 —_ 


[3] 
prorement of their Miniſtry while we enjoy it! 
This is the Uſe our Saviour taught his * 
to make of that ſhort Time to which his per- 
ii, ſonal Miniſtry among them was limited; The, 
People anſwered him, we have heard out ef the 
Law, that Chriſt abideth for ever: Aud how 
fayeft thou, the Son of Man muſt be lifted up * 
Who is this Son of Man? Then Feſus ſaid unto 
them, yet a little while is the Light. with you © 
Walk while ye have the Light, leſt; Darkneſs: come 
upon you Fur he that walketh in Darkneſs, 
knoweth not whither he goeth. It is a Thing 
ſo reaſonable and fit that we ſhould lay hold of 
a good Opportunity while it preſents. itſelf _ to 
us, that Men do not want to be argu'd and 
perſuaded fo to do in other Caſes. Will Men 
of Buſineſs waſte the Day in Sleep or Idleneſs ? 
Will the Maſter of a Ship loiter in Port when 
the Wind and Tide favour his intended Voy- 
age? And why will not Men act with like 
Prudence in Affairs of infinitely greater Mo- 
ment? An able and faithful Miniſtry is one 
of the greateſt Favours of Heaven to any Peo- 
ple: But tis a Favour indulg'd to them only 
for a ſhort Seaſon; a Light, which however 
bright it ſhines, will ſoon be  extinguiſh'd. 
Do the Prophets live for ever? Will they be 
always with you to care for your Souls and 
watch for you Preſervation? That Strength 
which is laid out in your Service will ſoon 


＋7 
be exhauſted ; and thoſe Abilities which are 
with ſo much Application and Zeal employ'd - 
for your Salvation will ere long be laid aſide 
in the Grave : Ere long the Mouth, fo often 
open'd to inſtruct and reprove, will be ſtopp'd ; 
the Hand fo often ſtretched forth to perſwade 
will drop into the Duſt. The ſolid Reaſonings, 
the faithful Admonitions, the pathetic -Exhor- 
tations and refreſhing Words of Comfort will 
ceaſe from the Lips; for Death will quickly 
cloſe them, and caſt his Covering over that 
Face in which you were wont to behold ſuch 
deep Concern for your eternal Safety. Let this 
Conſideration, then, viz, The Mortality of your 
Miniſters, quicken you to a conſtant, diligent 
and ſerious Attendance on their Miniſtry while 
you are favour'd with it, and to the moſt care- 
tul Improvement of ſuch a _— while you 
enjoy it, 


8 A Conſequence, in EY of the Death of 
good Miniſters is the Detriment which Religion 
receives thereby. In civil Society no important 
Member is cut off but the whole Body ſuffers: 
When Death bereaves a State of a wiſe Coun- 
ſellor, or a Town of a juſt and active Magiſ- 
trate, the Loſs is felt and own'd by all con- 
ſiderate Perſons. *Tis a parallel Caſe in the 


Church of Chrif, when any Part of that ſacred 
Cs is TOs by Death of its faithful 
Paſtor. 


. A Re OM i EE II OI 


10 F 


Paſtor : The. general Intereſt of Truth and 


Righteouſneſs then mourns the Loſs of one of 
its ſincereſt Friends, and, under God, one of 
its moſt powerful Supports. *Tis true, the 
great Governor of the Church, who is ever at- 
tentive to its Proſperity, can repair the Loſs : 


But till he does ſo, the whole Church is a Suf- 


ferer, as well as that particular Part which is 
moſt immediately touched; and this Conſide- 
ration makes it ſtill more neceſſary that ſuch a 
Providence be ſuitably regarded, that Chriſtians 
may not be wanting in the Duty to which it 
calls them, to wit, the Exerciſe of that Con- 
cern for Chriſtianity and its Preſervation and 
Increaſe in the World, which is inſeparable 
from a true Chriſtian, This is Public- ſpiritedneſs 
in Religion, which makes the Intereſt of the 
whole Chriſtian Church our own; and which, 
when awaken'd by ſuch melancholy Occaſions 
as I am ſpeaking of, will draw forth our fer- 
vent Supplications unto God, that he would 
not lay his Heritage waſte, but heal the Breaches 
thereof, On ſuch Occaſions likewiſe that Pro- 
miſe of Chriſt very ſeaſonably offers itſelf for 
the Conſolation of his People, and very ur- 
gently demands their. Attention and Truſt ; 


Matt. xvi. When, ſpeaking of his Church, he fays ; The 


18. 


Gates of Hell, (i. e. the Grave) ſhall not prevail 
againſt it, Let, then, the preſent Proyidence 
ap ated all who hear me, and eſpecially this 

ee 


. 41 


Society, which is moſt nearly affected, with a 
pious Thoughtfulneſs and Solicitude for the 
Support and Proſperity of Religion: Let it 
turn your Conſideration, and fix your Faith on 
the Power and Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs of 
Chrift to provide for his Churches: Let it add 
new Fervour to your Prayers that he would 


give unto his People Paſtors according to his Heart, Jer. iii. 15. 


which ſhall feed them with Knowledge and In- 
derſtanding, 


But I have one Thing more to mention un- 
der this Head as too uſual a Conſequence of 
the Mortality and Death of Miniſters, and in 
which thoſe chiefly are concern*d who fat under 
their Inſtructions : it is this; 


3. Their Counſels and Admonitions are wont 


to be bury'd in Oblivion with their Perſons, 


While, it may be, they were living, they 
might procure ſome Regard to their Doctrine 
by the Force of a good Example and the In- 
fluence of an amiable and winning Deport. 
ment: But ſoon after they are laid in their 
Graves, their Inſtructions and Warnings are 
forgotten, as tho? the Truth, the Reaſonable- 
neſs and Efficacy of their Words were periſh'd | 
with their Perſons. The Preſence of a pious 


and virtuous Man will command Reverence, 
C4: and 


« 
RE 


Ecel. i. 16. in this Reſpect it is often true, that there is no 


2 Pet. i. 
15. 


[ #2 
and the Words of a wiſe and grave Monitor | 
carry Authority in them: But when this Pre- 
ſence is removed, its Influence ceaſes; and that, 
which, when ſeen and heard, was fome fort of 
Check, is ne longer ſuch when it comes to be 
an Object of Remembrance. What good a 


ing and viſible Example, and Doctrine fo 


ſupported might effect, the Memory thereof 
will hardly be able to carry on. But, alas, the 
Memory thereof is by the Generality loſt, and 


Remembrance of the Wiſe more than of the Fool 
for ever. Surely, it was an affecting Senſe of 


this Truth that made St. Peter, after he had 
been ſpeaking of his own approaching Diſſolu- 
tion, to add; Moreover, I will endeavour, that 


you may be able after my Deceaſe, to have theſe | 


Things always in Remembrance. And from the 


like Senſe of the Inconſtancy and Depravity 


of Human Nature, Moſzs, when he took his 
dying Farewel of Irael, told them plainly, 


Deut. xxxi I know thy Rebellion and thy ſtiff Neck: Behold, 
27», 29- 


while I am yet alive with you this Day ye have 
been rebellious againſt the Lo x D, and how much 


more after my Death ? For I know, that after my 


Death ye will utterly corrupt yourſebves, and turn 


Aide from the Way which I have commanded you. 


And Evil will befal you in the latter Days, be- 
cauſe ye will do Evil in the Sight of the Lo x b, 
to of dans bim to Anger, through the Work of your 

| Handi. 


2 „ 


[ 13 ] 
Hands, This Forgetfulneſs and Neglect of the 
Counſels and Admonitions of our ſpiritual In- 
ſtructors, which ſo uſually follows their Death, 
ought not to follow, and is without Excuſe 
where it does follow; ſince the Divine Autho- 
rity of their Sayings, the Reaſon, Truth and 
Certainty of them ſtand on everlaſting Founda- 
tions, and are immortal and unperiſhable. To 
inculcate- this Sentiment, and to expoſe the 
Weakneſs and Miſchief of a Practice oppoſite 
to it, is, I apprehend, the main Deſign with 
which the Words of my Text are introduced. 
For the Point labour'd by. the Prophet in this 
ſhort Addreſs to the People of the Fews (which 
begins at the ſecond Verſe and ends at the 
Gxth) is to procure a ſerious Regard to his 
Miniſtry, and thereby their thorough Repen- 
tance and Reformation in Obedience to his 
Admonitions. In order to this, he reminds 
them of their Fathers Provocations, which had 
brought the Diſpleaſure of God upon them, 
ver. 2, the Lok D hath been ſorely diſpleaſed 
with your Fathers. From thence he exhorts 
them to a contrary Behaviour, and aſſures them, 
on that Condition, of a contrary Treatment from 
God, wer. 3. Therefore ſay thou unto them (of 
this Generation) turn ye unto me, faith the Loxv 
of Hoſts, and I will turn unto you, ſaith the 
Lo RD of Hoſts, In wer. 4. alba Fa charges 
and beſeeches them that they would not imi- 
98 | | tate 


[14 ] 
tate the refractory Spirit of their Anceſtors 
whoſe Converſion and Reformation the Pro- 
phets, which ſpake unto them, laboured in 
vain by Warnings and Perſwaſions to effect: 
Be ye not as your Fathers, unto whom the former 
Prophets have cried, ſaying, Thus ſaith the LoRD 


of Hoſts, Turn ye now from your evil Ways and 


from your "evil Doings : But they did not hear 
nor hearken unto me, ſaith the Lo R D. This, 
one would think, was very perſwaſive Reaſon- 
ing : But the People ſeem to have been little 
impreſſed by ſuch Conſiderations. Their Fa- 
thers were dead and gone, and the Prophets 
alſo who ſpake unto them; and the Diſobe- 
dience of the one, and the faithful Reproofs 
of the other were forgotten, as old Things, of 
no concern to the preſent Age. My Text 
meets with this heedleſs and indolent Temper, 
and aims to chaſtiſe and correct it: Your Fa- 
thers where are they? And the Prophets do they 
live for euer? * *Tis true, your Fathers are no 
* more: And the Prophets, who ſpake unta 
„them in my Name, are likewiſe gone the 
* Way of all Fleſh. But are therefore the 
„ Warnings of theſe, and the Impenitence of 
« thoſe to be forgotten, as Things of no Con- 
* cern to you? Did not the Words of my 
“ Prophets take Effect? Did not your Fathers 
feel the Truth and Efficacy of their Threat- 
e nings? And when by Feeling they were 

brought 


[ 15 ] 

ce brought at laſt to a Senſe of their Duty, did 

they not confeſs the Verity and Power of 

that Miniſtry which they had deſpiſed ? Is 

not therefore the Puniſhment of their Im- 

* penitence a living and ſtanding Admonition 

« to their Poſterity ? A living and ſtanding 

Evidence of the immortal Efficacy of my 

« Word? A living and ſtanding Motive to 

e reverence and obey the Miniſtry of it ?* But Ver. 6. 

my Words and my Statutes, which I commanded 

ny Servants the Prophets, did they not take hold 

of your Fathers ? And they returned and ſaid, 

like as the LoRD of Hoſts thought to do unto. us 

according to our Ways, and according to our Do- 

ings, fo hath he dealt with us. Tho”, then, the 

Prophets die, the Word which they ſpeak ac- 

cording to the Oracles of God ſhall never die. 

For all Fleſh is as Graſs, and all the Glory of pet. 

Man, as the Flower of the Graſs. The Graſs 24, 25. 

withereth, and the Flower thereaf falleth away : 7 LN 

But the Word of the LoRD endureth for ever. EY 

We ſee that God will remember the Leſſons 

which his Miniſters have taught us, and the 

Warnings and Exhortations which he hath 

commiſſioned them to give us. We may for- 

get them if we pleaſe, and caſt them out of 

our Thoughts and Regard : But God lives, 

and will ſtand by his own Word and Cauſe : 

He will one Day call us to ſevere Account for 

all thoſe Iaſtructian with which we have been 
favou rd 
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6 
favour'd ; and make us, if we have deſpiſed 


them, to feel the deathleſs Power of thoſe. 


Threatnings which his Miniſters denounc'd on 
ſuch Deſpiſers. | 


Let this then be 2 Guition to all who hear 


me to keep in Remembrance the Words, which 


they, who once labour'd among you in the 
Lord, did teach you; and to walk in thoſe 
good and happy Ways to which they fo long 


and fo earneſtly invited you; and to turn aſide 
from thoſe evil and dangerous Paths of which 
they fo often and ſo pathetically warn'd you. 


More eſpecially, let me exhort you of this So- 


ciety, to be mindful of the ſound Doctrine, 
friendly Reproofs, preſſing Exhortations, and 
ſalutary Inſtructions, which your late aged and 
faithful Paſtor did for ſo many Years inculcate 
upon you : Remember that benevolent and 
awful Prayer which were ſome of the laſt 
Words he uttered from this Place ; that none of 
his Diſcourſes might riſe up in ooo againſt 


any of you. 


But *tis Time to paſs to our third Point of 
Diſcourſe, on which I ſhall be ſhort : 


III. The oppoſite Truth implied; to wit, 
the unperiſhable Stability of the Word of God 
and Cauſe of Religion, which Miniſters are 

| the 
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the Inſtruments of ſupporting in the World, 


That this important Truth is implied in my 
Text, I have already ſhewn under the laſt Par- 
ticular of the foregoing Head : It further ap- 
pears from the Words next following; Your 
Fathers where are they? Aud the Prophets do they 
live for ever? But my Words and my Statutes, 
which I commanded my Servants the Prophets; did 
they not take hold of your Fathers ? As much as 
to ſay, I communicated my Laws, indeed, 
e unto you by the Mouth of mortal Men like 
« unto yourſelves; and lodged my Promiſes 
« and Threatnings in thoſe earthen Veſſels : 
« But when theſe were broken in Pieces, were 
« my Commands thereby annulled ? My Pro- 
« miſes and Threatnings void? Did not I ſtill 
„live to uphold my Cauſe. and Kingdom, 
maintain my Laws, and puniſh or reward 
« the Breach or Obſervance of 'them ? And 
did not your Fathers find it ſo ? Did they 
not feel the Effect of this Truth to their 
« Confuſion or Conſolation, after my Servants 
« were forgotten in the Grave? Yes, my 
Friends, whatever Changes may happen in the 
World about us; whatever Viciſſitudes attend 
all mortal Things; whatever be the Fate of 
of human Schemes and worldly Intereſts, (which 
often periſh with the frail Supporters of them) 
che Truths of God and Safety of Religion 


muſt and ſhall ſubſiſt, unalterably firm and ſure. 


deſtroyed. That Kingdom and Intereſt are 


Pf. Ixxxix. 


36. 


1 Cor. xv. 


[ 18 ] 


Death may ſweep away the Righteous, and the 
Preachers of Righteouſneſs, but the Intereſt 
and Kingdom of Righteouſneſs ſhall never be 


more ſtable than the everlaſting Hills : For God 
hath given to his only begotten a Throne which 


ſhall endure as the Sun; and he muſt reign till 


God hath put all Enemies under his Feet; he 


Eph. i : ,, gave him to be the Head over all Things to 


Matt. 
xxviii. 20. 


the Waſt of the Grave, nor the Malice of 


Providences frown on the Church, when it's 


Int terelt are at the loweſt Ebb, when Death 


the Church: That ſacred and happy Society is 
eſtabliſh*d on this Rock of Ages: It ſtands on 
the unſhaken Baſis of his Power, his Wiſdom, 
his Faithfulneſs and Affection, This glorious 
and divine Perſon, to whom all Power is com- 
mitted in Heaven and Earth, liveth, for ever 
liveth to cheriſh and preſerve that Intereſt 
which he died to eſtabliſh, and that Church 
which he purchaſed with his own Blood. That 
Promiſe, I am with you alway, even unto tht 
End of the World, immortalizes the Miniſtry 
amidſt all the Mortality of Miniſters : Nor can 


Hell, impair the Vigour of that Promiſe, or 
deſtroy what it's ever-living and irreſiſtable In- 
fluence will preſerve, Hence then ariſes a moſt 
ſtrong Encouragement, hence a high Obliga- 
tions on Chriſtians ; when the moſt threatnung 


makes 


[19 ] 
makes his Depopulations in it, and quenches 


the burning and ſhining Lights of it : Then 
are they encourag'd, then are they bound, in a 


ſpecial Manner, to ſtrengthen their Faith in the 


immortal Word of God,.and to offer up moſt 
fervent Supplications unto the Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, that he would be mindful 
of his Covenant and heal the Breaches of his 
People. Then alſo ſhould they call to remem- 
brance the Counſels of their deceaſed Paſtors, 
who being dead do yet ſpeak unto them ; 


whoſe Words may have a Virtue, like that of 


the dead Body of Eliſba, to raiſe the Dead to 
Life; or with an equally powerful but deſtruc- 
tive Efficacy may ſtrike Perdition on thoſe who 


deſpiſe and deſert them. But ſo much for the 


three Points of Diſcourſe which I propoſed ta 
you; the Mortality of the Perſons of good 
Miniſters—the Conſequence of that Truth —— 
and the oppoſite Truth implied, to wit, the 


unperiſhable Stability of the Word of God and 


Cauſe of Religion. 


And now, being almoſt got to the bounds 
of this Diſcourſe, it is, I ſuppoſe, expected I 
ſhould ſpeak concerning our deceaſed Brother : 
I wiſh, with all my Heart, that I could gratify 
Expectation in this Particular; I wifh I had a 
Talent for Panegyric, and underſtood the Art 


Of taking off a praiſe-worthy Character : But 


De. were 
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were 1 ever fo well ſkilbd in moral Painting, 


an Acquaintance of two or three Years in a 
Life of Seventy could not qualify me to Epi- 
tomize the Hiſtory of it, and to bring forth to 
publick View the Virtues which adorn'd it. 
Beſides, can I fay any thing to the Honour of 
the deceaſed in which my Hearers will not go 
before me, and be ready to cry out, Lo, our 
Eye hath ſeen all this, and our Ear hath heard 
and underſtood it ? Would I ſpeak of his 
civil Character, and deſcribe the peaceable Ci- 
tizen and friendly Neighboar? What Tongue 
is there in all this Town, which 1s not forward 


to proclaim it? Would I diſplay the tender 


and indulgent Father? The unaffected Sorrow 
of his Children before me declare it with a 


Rhetoric more perſwaſſve than the moſt elo- 


quent Language can pretend to reach : And 
would it not be almoſt needleſs to remind this 


Chriſtian Society of the uſeful Talents and ſuc- ö 


ceſsful Labours of their late faithful Paſtor? 
Are there not many Witneſſes to theſe Things 


yet living among you? Are there not many, 


who are ready to riſe up and call him Bleſſed ? 
And what greater Thing can. be faid to the 


Honour of his Memory, ſo long as that Paſ- 
ſage in holy Writ ſhall obtain any Credit 


Dan. xii. 3. 


the Brigbineſs of the Firmament, and they that 


amongſt Men, they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as 


turn 


1 


turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever 
N euer? | 


Waring, then, the Celebration of the Dead, 
allow me to cloſe this Diſcourſe with a few 
Words of Addreſs to the . 


Let me, then, exhort all that are preſent on 
this ſolemn Occaſion, to hear what it ſpeaks 
aloud in your Ears, be ye alſo ready. Doth not 
every one of you fay within his Heart, Let me Num.xxiii 
die the Death of the Righteous, and let my laſt "* 
End be like his? A wile and good Deſires 
For the Witked is driven away in his Widked- prov. "xiv, 
neſs : But the Righteous hath Hope in his Death. 32. 
But, if thou deſireſt that thy Soul may be ga- 
thered with the Juſt, thy Life muſt be as 
theirs : Wall, then, in the Way of good Men, prov. ii, 
and keep the Paths of the Righteous; And may 2 
this Providence be the happy Means of teach- 
ing every one of you, ſo to number his Days that pr XC. 12, 
he may apply his Heart unto Wi ;ſdom. 


And what better Advice can I give to you 
of this Society, who ſo many Years fat under 
the Inſtructions of him who can now inſtruct 
no more, than to call yourſelves to ſevere Ac- 
count, whether you have walked in the Light, 
while it ſhined in the midſt of you: may it oY 
not be the Caſe of ſome among you, that, ben Heb. v.12. 


| 
| 
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for the Time ye ought to be Teachers, ye have. need 


that one teach you again which be the firſt. Prin- 
ciples of the Oracles of God, and are become ſuch 
as have need of Mill, and not of ſtrong Meat? 
Have the beſt improv'd under the Means they 
have enjoy'd,: in proportion to the Abundance 


and Continuance of them? Let this, then, 


give you a becoming Concern : Let it cauſe 
you to humble yourſelves before Almighty 
God : Let it quicken your Reſolutions to give 


more diligent heed to the Miniſtry, which ſur- 
vives among 28 ; 


As to 8 the ſorrowful Children of the 
deceaſed, I truſt, you find the Advantage -of 
good Inſtruction, and feel the happy Influence 
of a religious Education in your preſent af- 
flicted Condition: I perſwade myſelf, it will 
furniſh you with Wiſdom to direct your Con- 


duct in this Trial, and with Comfort to aſ- 


Luk. xii. 


48. 


ſwage the Anguiſh of it. Yet, permit me to 
put you in Remembrance, that your Behaviour 
ſhould be as exemplary as your Advantages 
have been great. This both God and Man 


expect from you: For, unto whomſoever much is 


given, of him ſhall be much required. Endeavour 
then, at ſuch a Deportment in your preſent 
Circumſtances and throughout your future Life, 
as may be an Evidence to yourſelves of the 


Truth and Power of Religion in your own 


-v 


Hearts, 


Hearts, and a Recommendation of the Beauty, 
Strength and Excellency of it unto others Be 
encouraged alſo to caſt your Burden on the % 
Lord, who will, then, ſuſtain you; and repoſe 
your Confidence in him, who hath aſſum'd 


among his Royal Titles, the Style of Father ffi Pſ. Ixviii. 
the PER 


I cannot better conclude than with thoſe 
Words, which, perhaps, had Providence al- 
low*'d you a dying Leſſon, would have been 
ſpoken to you by your dying Parent, my Chil- 
dren, Know ye the God of your Father, and ſerve 1 Chron. 
bim with a perfecs Heart, and with à willing "ll 9. 
Mind: For the Lord ſearcheth all Hearts, and 
underſtandeth all the Imaginations of the Thoughts : 
If ye ſeek him, he will be found of you, but if ye 
forſake him, he will caſt you off for ever. 
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